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Fire Departments Want and Need
Vets

Michael Archer | June 26, 2009
The San Bernardino County Fire Department (SBCFD) offers many
opportunities to vets looking for a career with the fire service. The
SBCFD oversees 20,160 square miles and 54 communities of San
Bernardino County. Assistant Chief Peter Brierty provides details on
the kind of firefighters theyre looking for and some interesting stories

on what firefighters can encounter.

Veterans in the ranks

"The majority of our folks are veterans,” Brierty begins. "One of our
planning and engineering guys did a tour in Iraq, and one of our
communications center guys was originally supposed to go to
Afghanistan, but ended up in one of the other 'stans’ and was gone for
three years.”

We often hear of jobs disappearing when reservists are deployed for
more than a year, but not at SBCFD. "The county has a policy which
pays the differential [making up the difference between military pay
and SB County firefighter pay],” Brierty states. “"Folks are putting their
lives on the line, so we want to keep their salary and benefits stable.
When they return they haven't lost any accruals — they haven't lost
any vacation.”

Everybody goes home

In the military, there’s comfort in the fact that everybody is looking out
for everybody else, and it's the same at SBCFD. “'Nobody gets left
behind’ is from the military and translates to ‘everybody comes home,”™
Brierty says. "We end up with fatalities when somebody misses seeing
somebody, goes back in when they shouldnt go back in, and ends up
getting hurt or killed.”

And it’s paid more than just lip service. "We have black wristbands that
say ‘everyone goes home.”

Women welcome — but not coddled

As with the military, women have made inroads into what was formerly
a male-dominated career. The SBCFD has a rapidly growing population
of females and the tests are not gender-dependent. "We have women
firefighters fighting alongside men firefighters and there’s no difference
in the heroism and the performance,” Brierty confirms.

"If somebody needs to get pulled out of a building, then they have to
be pulled out of the building, and there are minimum qualifications for
that,” he points out. "Women coming in from the military have an
advantage with all the physical activity we have to do.”

Military connection — a family affair
Brierty comes from a military family, but has not served himself. "My
father and two brothers were in the military,” he explains.
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“He was in the Army Air Force in World War II and graduated with only w . Senssal Ssrsios Admieetioh
three years training instead of the usual four because so many pilots
were being lost. He also went into fighter training, then bomber
training because they were losing so many bombers and flew 52
missions instead of the usual 25.”
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Veterans have some qualifications that put them ahead of other

candidates at SBCFD. "If you've made it through the military, you know " Blog:_Caddyshack Redux
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are a lot of military character sets that are desirable in the fire service.”

"Once you're on the fireground, it's a very chain-of-command oriented
procedure, with clearly-identified rankings of authority,” he adds.
"There's not a lot of room for discussion or debate.”
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What’s more, this isnt your hum-drum 8 to 5 job. One of the many

stories Brierty told involved an unusual incident in the High Desert. PrOd u Cts
"We had one incident up in Adelanto where a guy was trapped in a
stairwell. There was a hydrochloric acid leak, so we were trying to
neutralize that by spraying down from overhead. The runoff water from
the fire was filling up the stairwell. One firefighter went down and
buddy-breathed this guy as his head was going under water and kept
him alive until we could extricate him.”
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If you liked this brief glimpse of SBCFD, visit their website at
www.sbcfire.org to find out more about serving in one of the best
departments out there. And to find more job opportunities in fire fighting,
law enforcement or the public sector, visit Military.com's Careers Channel.
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